Editor’s note:


This column appeared the September 19, 2001 Big Bug News

American Spirit is a beacon in the darkness

As our nation recoils from an attack unprecedented in its history, a light has shown forth in the darkness – it is the American Spirit.

Though our wounds are grievous, they are far from mortal. Terrorists can kill our innocents, but they can not and will not kill who we are as a nation.

As the people of America mourned last week, many spoke of the wisdom of continued blanket closings of public buildings and the cancellation of major business, entertainment and sporting events.

I fully support the implementation of new security measures to protect American lives; what I don’t support is an atmosphere of fear.

If we allow our government buildings to be permanently cordoned off, we give up a piece of our right to self-government.

If we allow events such as Major League Baseball and the Latin Grammy Awards, which illustrate this nation’s diversity, to be cancelled, then we have surrendered our freedom to faceless cowards. 

Our freedom is ours. It is a right that many brave Americans have already paid for in blood.

They paid at places like Valley Forge, New Orleans, Gettysburg, the Ardennes Forest, Pearl Harbor, the Chosin reservoir, DaNang and Kuwait.
Every time a sacrifice is called for, this nation stands proudly and answers that call.

For this great nation to run scared would be a disservice to those who - past, present and future – built that greatness with their very lives.

The people of this nation must unite behind our President and support the government in its efforts to stamp out the terrorist fungus growing on the world.

 We must be prepared to suffer reasonable intrusions into our personal liberties to ensure these types of people and their acts can never again stain the American dream.

Talk of closings and cancellations should be replaced with talk of how many floors higher the new WTC will be. That is the spirit of America.

In no way would I minimize the need and the right of the victim’s families to grieve, but I feel it is time to use one hand to support these brave souls in their sadness and the other hand to reach out and take back our American way of life.

I also believe this nation is dedicated to healing itself and bringing the perpetrators of this heinous act to justice.

Those who attacked America should have first read the words of Isoruku Yamamoto, the Japanese Admiral who conceived and planned the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Yamamoto, upon hearing of the success of his plan and the staggering loss of American lives, lamented his victory.

“I fear we have awakened a sleeping giant,” he said. “And filled him with a terrible resolve.”

That ‘Sleeping Giant’ woke to crush his enemies at Midway and deliver the final, devastating blow at Nagasaki.

While tears now run the eyes of the American eagle, our enemies should remember her talons are still sharp.

The wetness of her tears will not prevent her from spreading her wings to proudly soar, as she always has and always will.

